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A Study on the Life-long Sports:

Consciousness of Wheelchair Tennis Competition Participants

Jj:?l(bEHl ‘\%%

[Z #J] The Nagano Paralympics have aroused a great deal of interest and promoted a greater
understanding of sports for the handicapped. On the other hand, current measures for disabled
persons are still unsatisfactory, having a relatively short history compared to European countries.

The purpose of this study is to provide reference material for the promotion of sports for the
handicapped based on survey of attitudes of wheelchair tennis competition participants.

The main results are as follows:

1) The fact that there are less female players and more femele volunteers seems to reflect the
present gender role of the society. It is hoped that there will be more female players and more
male volunteers.

2) Disabled players tend to show less earmestness in comparison with volunteers.

3) Players’ motivational pattern can be divided into the following three types.
 Victory—oriented
* Recreation—oriented
» Not—very storongly motivated.

4) The increase of new mixed events in which bote disabled and abled play together will be one of

the important factors for the promotion of wheelchair tennis.

[ 47— K] Disabled person, Wheelchair, Tennis
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